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who was to be one of the foremost figures in the new-
Society.
The school was now really prospering, but a new trouble
arose in the serious ill-health of the young Superior, who
was obliged to spend three months in Paris in the spring of
1804. While undergoing treatment there she came into
contact with persons anxious to help in the much-needed
work of women's education; and it is of interest that at
one time she was offered ?Abbaye-aux-Bois. The historic
school passed, however, into the hands of an older con-
gregation, whose houses, independent one of the other,
were even now reconstituting themselves. The sisters of
Notre Dame, founded by St. Peter Fourier1 as early as the
seventeenth century, had behind them a long tradition of
educational work. Under them the Abbaye became a
famous Parisian school, sister house of the still better-
known convent Les Oiseaux.
In May 1804 Mother Barat returned to Amiens and some
months later presided over the second transfer of the school
to the Rue de FOratoire, where the building now vacated
by the Fathers became the girls* school.2 Here it was to
remain for over a hundred years. Henriette Ducis, Felicite
Desmarquest, Rosalie Debrosse, and Therese Duchatel now
joined the congregation; and it will be well after this brief
survey of events to make some acquaintance with these
first Mothers whose characters witness to a tradition
in the past, and help to hand on that tradition in the
future.
1 In 1789 this congregation had over 4,000 religious in ninety monasteries,
and were bringing up thousands of girls, the greater number gratuitously. (See
Uft Monasiere de Saint Pierre Fourier "Les Qtse&tx" Rend Basin, p. 170.)
* Details of the following events can be found in the unpublished Journal of
the Convent in Amiens, as well as in the various biographies of Mother Barat
mentioned in the Bibliography.